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Doubling Cohort

What is the Doubling Cohort?

To help gauge the BBC's progress toward reaching our goal of doubling

the number of Americans volunteering abroad, a key group of volunteer

sending organizations was identified to form a “Doubling Cohort.” In total, the

cohort sent approximately 50,000 American volunteers abroad in 2006.  These 

groups will be tracked through an annual survey with the anticipated end 

result of 100,000 volunteers serving through their programs in 2010.



  

Cohort Selection

How were organizations chosen? 

The initial list of potential cohort members came from two sources: An informal
survey conducted by Lex Rieffel in December 2005 and similar survey conducted by
the Brookings Institution in November of 2006. Initially, only organizations that had
previously participated in at least one of the two surveys were considered for the
Doubling Cohort. 

Additional Criteria Included:
 Potential for doubling
 Cross-sector Representation
 Goals and Activities
 Length of Service
 Dual emphasis on community and volunteer impacts
 Strong American recruitment 



  

Cohort Members
ACDI/VOCA 
American Bar Association
American Jewish World Service
American Refugee Committee 
Amigos de las Americas 
Amizade
Atlas Service Corps
Business Volunteers Unlimited 
Catholic Medical Mission Board
Christian Peacemaker Teams
Citizen’s Development Corps
Child Family Health International
Cross-Cultural Solutions
Doctors Without Borders
Earthwatch Institute
Experiential Learning International
Food for the Hungry 
Foundation for Sustainable Development
Flying Samaritans
Global Citizens Network
Global Routes
Global Volunteers
Globe Aware
Habitat for Humanity International

Health Volunteers Overseas
i-to-i
Jesuit Volunteer Corps
International Executive Service Corps
Institute for Int’l Cooperation and Development
Kibbutz Program Center
Language Corps
Maryknoll
Medical Teams International
Mennonite Central Committee
Operation Crossroads Africa
Operation Smile
Partners of the Americas
Pastors for Peace
Peace Corps
Peacework
Projects Abroad
ProWorld Service Corps
UN Volunteers 
Volunteer Adventures
Volunteers for Peace
World Hope International
WorldTeach

35 of 47 (74.5%) cohort members responded to survey 
yielding 29 usable data sets (61.7%) for tracking



  

Tracking Results
2008 round 1

In 2006 the 29 responding organizations 
sent 27,801 volunteers overseas. If these 29 were to

 double their numbers by 2010, this would be a 
total of 55,602 volunteers abroad.

 In September 2007, the tracking cohort data showed 
2010 projections at 78% of doubling goal. 

February 2008 data show 2010 projections at 94% of 
goal to double number of volunteers (extrapolating 
responses to represent the entire cohort)



  

Tracking the 
Doubling Goal
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Top Locations

Zambia
Vietnam

US
UK

Uganda
Thailand
Tanzania

Sudan
Sri Lanka

Spain
South Africa

Russia
Peru

Paraguay
Palestine

Nicaragua
Namibia

Mozambique
Mexico
Liberia
Kenya

Jamaica
Italy
Iraq

India
Honduras

Haiti
Guatemala

Ghana
France

Ecuador
Dominican Republic

Costa Rica
Colombia

China
Chile

Cambodia
Bulgaria

Brazil
Bosnia
Bolivia
Belize

Argentina
Angola
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Most Common Locations - 2007
44 countries from 30 sending organizations
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Number of organizations listing among top 3 locations

Mexico and Peru were most often 
listed among the top 3 destinations 
for placing volunteers.  Kenya & 
India were close behind.



  

Duration of Service

< 2 weeks 18.09%

2 weeks – 1 month 44.68%

1-3 months 24.43%

3-6 months 10.38%

Volunteering Duration - 2006
Data from 27 organizations and 25,571 volunteers

< 2 weeks 21.96%

2 weeks – 1 month 50.91%

1-3 months 21.98%

6-12 months 2.97%

Volunteering Duration - 2007
Data from 24 organizations and 32089 volunteers

< 2 weeks
2 weeks – 1 month
1-3 months
3-6 months
6-12 months
1-2 years
> 2 years

77% of 2007 volunteers through 24 responding
organizations served for 1 month or less



  

Types of Work

Other

Strengthening civil society

Historical and cultural preservation

Disaster and humanitarian relief

Information technology

Agricultural and rural development

Community development & public safety

Conflict resolution and peace

 Cross-cultural exchange

Economic growth and development

Environmental quality and sustainability (incl. 
housing)

HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases

Health – public, community, child, maternal

Promoting youth service or service capacity in 
country

Family strengthening and empowerment

 Gender equality and empowering women

Primary and secondary education (incl Teach 
English)

Poverty & hunger
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Types of Work - 2007
Data from 28 organizations

Number of organizations citing in top 3 work areas

Health, Education and 
Environmental/Housing 
were the most common 
types of work


